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Spring 2024 

Message from the Publications Chairman 
Patricia Clayborn 

 

REUNION - Save the Dates:  Thursday, September 26 to Sunday, September 29, 2024. 

Our Vice President and Reunion Committee Chair has asked us to save the dates:  September 26 to September 29, 2024 
for our upcoming National Society of Claiborne Descendants Reunion, which will take place in Richmond, Virginia. Details 
are still being planned, but registration will take place on the afternoon of Thursday, September 26th and check out and 
farewell will take place the morning of Sunday, September 29th. In order to reserve rooms at the special rate of $189, call 
800-the-Omni (800-843-6664) and reference “The National Society of Claiborne Family Descendants Room Block”. 

 

In This Issue: 

Genealogy is the hobby that keeps on giving. Nothing beats the excitement of moving back one more generation and 
learning all that can be gathered about those individuals. But perhaps hobby is not the right word. The search is more an 
honorable endeavor, and adds more value to our family’s sense of significance. We inevitably learn more history in the 
process, and expand our anthropological expertise. Formal anthropological training concentrates on three broadly 
transferable skill areas: understanding human diversity, building research skills for collecting and making sense of 
information, and communicating effectively. We can emulate these skills when we devote time to our honorable endeavor! 

In this issue we have endeavored to work on skill building as follows: 

 We have received a fascinating inquiry regarding the son of Colonel William Claiborne from Julia A. King, PhD, 
asking for our help with her research. Can you help her? 

 We discovered an old article regarding Colonel William Claiborne in the 1873 issue of the New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register, and share it here. 

 We wondered about ancestor worship as genealogy in some ancient cultures. 
 Finally, I have explored the relationship between the Cleburnes of Cliburn Hall and the Curwens of Workington Hall. 

 

Thank you for your continuing membership 
and for contributing to our Society!   

Sincerely, Patricia Clayborn 
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  N E W  M E M B E R :                 
 

 

We are delighted to welcome the following new member to our Clan:  
 

Christopher Blake Wakefield, Lineville, Alabama 
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Letter to the Publisher 

From  Julia A. King, PhD 
Chair and Professor, Department of Anthropology, St. Mary’s College of Maryland 

 

I found your email address on the National Society of the Claiborne Family Descendants and am taking this 
opportunity to email you about a project I am doing and ask you if any of your members have additional information 
on William Claiborne, Jr.  By way of introduction, I teach anthropology and archaeology at St. Mary's College of 
Maryland, a four-year public liberal arts school in St. Mary's City. Last year, I applied for and received a grant from 
the National Park Service's American Battlefield Protection Program to research and write an Indigenous history of 
Bacon's Rebellion (1676). My staff, students, and I are most interested in the theater that included Dragon Run (head 
of the Piankatank River). We are partnering with the Pamunkey Indian Tribe and the Rappahannock Tribe in this 
effort. 

William Claiborne, Jr.'s name has come up because, during the Rebellion, circumstantial evidence is suggesting that 
the Indians (who Bacon was intent on wiping out) took refuge at Bestland, a 5000-acre tract acquired by either WC 
Senior or Junior before Senior's death. We know that WC Jr had, only a few months before Bacon's attack, had 
joined Governor Berkeley to find where the Natives had gone and he did in fact discover them and urge them to 
return to Pamunkey Neck. The Pamunkey Queen, Coackoeske, said no. From limited descriptions and our 
knowledge of early modern defense strategy, we are certain the queen and her countrymen hid at Bestland. I attach 
a map to give you some sense of where that was. 

We know that both WC Sr and Jr remained loyal to the Crown / Gov Berkeley during the rebellion, so the Pamunkeys 
retreating to Bestland makes sense on that level as well as others. 

I did not know all of the history about Romancoke. I have gone down rabbit holes trying to sort out the meaning of 
Romancoke -- one author says it's mapped as an Indian town on Smith's 1608 map (published 1612) but I cannot 
find it. Another indicates it's an Algonquian word meaning circling of the waters -- I am not sure about this, either.  

What is interesting is that Sr and Jr are in Pamunkey Neck early on, and there are many "friend Indians" also living in 
the neck and the surrounding vicinity. There is little doubt that they have interactions with the Pamunkeys. Other 
sources, all lacking citations, say that the Indians went to Bestland -- today an unincorporated community in Essex 
and King & Queen counties; so it is unclear how much of the community today lies within the patent. 

Queen Cockacoeske was a loyalist, a very shrewd strategist. She had vacated their major settlements by May 1676 -
- before Bacon had turned his attention to Pamunkey Neck. Gov Berkeley went to one of the frontier forts and had 
William Claiborne Jr search for her; he found her, which speaks volumes (without the sound up) about his knowledge 
of the larger landscape. 

My question for you and your members: has anyone focused on William Claiborne Jr (who continued at Romancoke 
but did have Bestland)? If so, have they found any information in their travels that might form yet another clue for us? 
We have many, but I also know family researchers truly leave no stone uncovered. 

Thank you for your consideration and I hope to hear from you! 

Sincerely, 

Julia A King 
Chair and Professor, Department of Anthropology, St. Mary's College of Maryland 
===================== 

Dear Dr. King: Thank you so much for your fascinating inquiry. 

Of course it will be an important part of our next newsletter in the Spring, and, with your permission, will include your 
map. In the meantime, I would like to send it to a few members who work on family research, to see if they have any 
first thoughts, which I will immediately send back to you. 

I understand that the core question from you is: 

Has anyone in the Claiborne Clan focused on William Claiborne Jr., who continued to live at Romancoke but did also 
own Bestland? If so, have they found any information in their travels that might form yet another clue regarding the 
hiding of the Pamunkey Queen Cockacoeske at Bestland during Bacon’s attack? 

Gratefully, Patricia Clayborn                                                                                                                                           (Continued next page) 
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(Continued from previous page)   

Letter to the Publisher 
From   Julia A. King, PhD    

====================== 

Dear Patricia, 

Thank you so much for your email. You have my question right, and I would add something, I know people who do 
genealogy only know too well: that sometimes clues don't appear to be clues! So anything your fellow descendants 
and researchers can learn about Claiborne Jr's comings and goings, including his wife, children -- anything that 
would put us anywhere near Bestland, Dragon Swamp, Dragon Run, Nathaniel Bacon, could be of help. 

Thank you again! If you need any additional info for your spring newsletter, let me know and I would be happy to 
provide it. 

Sincerely, 
Julie King 
 

Map Sent by Dr. King: 

 
 
Do you have any information that might help Dr. King? Please send your responses to:    
Patricia Clayborn    claybornp@aol.com   
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Article from the New England Historical and Genealogical Register 1873 

Collected by Patricia Clayborn 
 

We came across this article from 1873 regarding Colonel William Claiborne and offer it in case you 
have never seen it before. In order to magnify the text, choose the magnification option.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Continued next page)  
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Norse Gods as Ancestors 

By  Patricia Clayborn 
 

Of course it seems ridiculous when we read that some British aristocrats of the middle ages claimed descent from the 
Norse Gods.  This includes some of the families with whom the Cleburnes of Cliburn Hall intermarried.  However, after 
studying more, I started to wonder if some of the following genealogy might have some small amount of historical truth:   

I have read that Sveide “The Sea King” Sviadrasson (c 760-832), a Norse King, claimed descent from Odin (or Wodin), a 
Norse god.  Because the Norse people practiced ancestor worship as their religion, and because they carefully kept track 
of each generation in their oral story telling (especially for the genealogy of their kings), this story may have some basis in 
fact.   

As I understand it, the Norse believed that their dead ancestors took a second life in a place reserved for them, where they 
acquired extraordinary powers and could help the living in times of trouble.  Odin is described as a man who was driven out 
of his homeland, called Asaland near the Black Sea, by the Romans.  This would have been approximately 950 years 
before Sveide was born, since the Romans conquered the region in 189 BC.  Odin traveled to Denmark and then Sweden, 
accompanied by his son Thor and his friend Frey, and in time ruled the areas now called Norway and Sweden.   

After he died…“then began the belief in Odin, and the calling upon him.  The Swedes believed that he often showed 
himself to them before any great battle.” (Source: The Chronicle of the Kings of Norway).   

Thor Heyerdahl, of “Kon Tiki” fame, wrote:  

“In early Scandinavian history, we learn of the line of royal families in Denmark, Sweden and Norway. But we didn't take 
these stories about our beginnings seriously because they were so ancient. We thought it was just imagination, just 
mythology. The actual years for the lineage of historic kings began around the year 800 AD.  

So we learned all the kings in the 1,000 years that followed and did not interest ourselves in earlier names. But I 
remember from my childhood that the mythology started with the god named Odin. From Odin it took 31 generations to 
reach the first historic king. The record of Odin says that he came to Northern Europe from the land of Aser. I started 
reading these pages again and saw that this was not mythology at all, but actual history and geography.  

Snorre, who recorded these stories, started by describing Europe, Asia and Africa, all with their correct names, Gibraltar 
and the Mediterranean Sea with their old Norse names, the Black Sea with the names we use today again, and the river 
Don with its old Greek name, Tanais.  

So, I realized that this has nothing to do with the 
gods who lived with the Thunder god Thor among 
the clouds. Snorre said that the homeland of the 
Asers was east of the Black Sea. He said this was 
the land that chief Odin had, a big country. He gave 
the exact description: it was east of the Black Sea, 
south of a large mountain range on the border 
between Europe and Asia, and extended southward 
towards the land of the Turks.  

This had nothing to do with mythology, it was on this 
planet, on Earth. Then came the most significant 
point. Snorre says: ‘At that time when Odin lived, 
the Romans were conquering far and wide in the 
region. When Odin learned that they were coming 
towards the land of Asers, he decided that it was 
best for him to take his priests, chiefs and some of 
his people and move to the Northern part of 
Europe.’ The Romans are human beings, they are from this planet, they are 
not mythical figures.”  Source: “Scandinavian Ancestry: Tracing Roots to 
Azerbaijan” by Thor Heyerdahl. Azerbaijan International. 2000. 8(2):78-83. 

 

Reference:   

Sturluson, Snorri. The Heimskringla; or, Chronicle of the Kings of Norway. 1225. Vol. 1. Translated by Laing, Samuel. London: Longman, 
Brown, and Green. Published 1844. 

  

Proposed Path of Odin's 
Travel to Scandinavia 
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The Cleburnes of Cliburn Hall and the Curwens of Workington Hall 

By  Patricia Clayborn 
 

Elizabeth Curwen of Workington Hall is a direct ancestor of the Cleburnes 
of Cliburn Hall. Elizabeth married John Cleburne around 1485. Their son 
Thomas married Joan Sandford, who was also descended from the 
Curwens through her mother Isabel Curwen Sandford. Elizabeth’s 
ancestor Sir Gilbert Curwen played a part in King Edward I's defeat of 
William Wallace at Falkirk in 1298. Late in the battle, he showed up with a 
large contingent of his men and helped to turn the tide. It has been 
suggested that Gilbert waited until he knew who was winning before 
joining the battle, because he had family supporting both sides in the 
conflict. The story goes that in the flush of victory Sir Gilbert turned to the 
King and said "Ah, where would you have been if I had not been there?” 
The saying became famous and Sir Gilbert took "Si Je N'Estoy (If I were 
not there)" as his motto for his coat of arms. He took a unicorn as his crest 
to signify his ancient relationship to Galloway in Scotland: “Crest: A 
unicorn’s head erased Argent, armed Or.” The gateposts at Workington 
Hall are surmounted by carved stone unicorns’ heads. 
 
The design of the Curwen coat of arms is very similar to that of the 
Cleburnes, and I wonder if they are related in origin. It reads: "Arms: 
Argent, fretty Gules a chief Azure.” The Cleburne arms read: “Argent, three 
chevronels interlaced in base Sable; a chief of the last.”  “Fretty” and 
“chevronels interlaced” are nearly interchangeable terms, because they 
both mimic the cross braces and struts of ancient wooden shields. This 
design is also similar to the coats of arms of the families FitzHugh, 
Harrington, Thornburgh, Salkeld, and the le Flemings of Rydal, who were 
all interrelated.  
 
The Curwens’ ancestry goes all the way back to Orm and his wife Gunhilda, the daughter of Gospatrick, Earl of Dunbar in 
Scotland. Gospatrick was the son of Maldred, who was a younger brother of the “Gracious Duncan” immortalized in 

Shakespeare’s “Macbeth.” They were the sons of 
Crinan by his marriage with a daughter of Malcolm, 
the last King of Scotland. Maldred’s wife, Algitha, 
Gospatrick’s mother, was the daughter of Ughtred – 
who was assassinated by Canute – and his wife 
Elgiva, a daughter of King Ethelred II “The 
Unready.”  
 
Orm and Gunhilda’s son was Gospatric, a great 
Gaelic and Saxon Lord of Northumberland. 
Gospatric joined with Edgar Atheling, Edwin Earl of 
Mercia and Earl Morcar his brother, in an uprising 
against William the Conqueror. When they lost and 
Gospatric was stripped of his earldom, William 
replaced him with the Flemish Robert de Comines. 
This led to another rebellion headed by Gospartic 
and the Danish King Swein, which was met by 
William with the terrible “Harrying of the North.” 
Gospatric survived and eventually was granted back 
his earldom – a remarkable achievement for a 
Saxon. Gospatric’s son Thomas received a grant of 
the Lordship of Culwen in Galloway Scotland, and 
his descendants assumed that name. Eventually the 
name evolved into Curwen. 

(Continued next page)  
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Workington Hall is on the west coast of Cumbria. The old 
mansion was built in the reign of William Rufus, by Patric de 
Culwen, and was “castellated” in 1379 by Royal license granted 
by King Richard II to Sir Gilbert de Culwen. The house stands 
on a wooded hill overlooking the Derwent River, with a view of 
Solway Bay and across the water, the coast of Scotland. The 
manor has been in the Curwen family from the early 1300s up 
until 1930. Mary Queen of Scots stayed at the Hall under the 
protection of the Curwens when she escaped from Scotland 
and fled across the Solway Firth in a fishing boat with sixteen 
companions. She had very few possessions with her and 
desperately needed shelter. Lord Herries, a Scottish Lowland 
Lord, sent a message to his friend Sir Henry Curwen of 
Workington. Sir Henry sheltered Mary until she could be 
escorted to Carlisle Castle. In gratitude, she gave the family her 
own personal agate communion cup, and she wished them 
luck. The cup became known as the “Workington Luck.” 
 

(Continued next page)  

Workington Hall 

The Cleburnes of Cliburn Hall and the Curwens of Workington Hall 
 

Gift from Mary Queen of Scots of her own personal 
agate Communion cup to the Curwen Family 
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In the Church of St. Michael, Workington, in the north aisle, is the 
tomb of Sir Christopher Curwen (c. 1382-1453) Knight, M.P. Lord of 
the Manor of Workington from 1404 to 1450 and his wife Elizabeth de 
Huddleston. The effigy of Sir Christopher is dressed in full plate 
armor, has a collar with a pendant star, a helmet with unicorn crest 
beneath his head and a dog at his feet. The cushions under the head 
of Elizebeth's effigy are supported by small angels. The hands of both 
knight and lady hold hearts. This tomb has been damaged by a past 
church fire, but its decorations of Curwen coats of arms partitioned 
with those of allied families are still recognizable. Sir Christopher had 
every right to be shown in armor since he took part in a tournament at 
Carlisle Castle Green with himself and five English knights against six 
Scottish knights. The Englishmen were Ralf de Neville 1st Earl of Westmorland, John 7th Lord Clifford, Ralph 6th Lord 
Greystoke, William 5th Lord Harrington, John de Lancaster and Sir Christopher. Christopher was dressed just like his 
effigy, and when the trumpets called the charge, he hit his adversary, Sir William de Haliburton, in the neck, and threw him 
from his horse.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued next page) 
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Tomb of Sir Christopher Curwen 

Knight and Elizabeth His Wife 

St. Michael’s Church, Workington 
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In 2018 a metal detector enthusiast found a buried gold signet ring. It 
had a two sided bezel, meaning the center bezel could flip like a coin 
to show two different images. On one side was the Curwen coat of 
arms, with a “difference” – a tiny crescent moon - to signify that it 
belonged to a particular descendant rather than to the original ancestor 
to whom the arms were granted. On the other side of the bezel was a 
unicorn for the family crest. The ring was examined by experts and 
determined to be 400 years old. The crescent moon difference was 
found to belong to Thomas Curwen (1620-1672), the second son of Sir 
Henry Curwen (1581-1623). Thomas inherited the family estate, which 
included the 15th century Workington Hall, following the death of his 
elder brother, Sir Patricius Curwen, 1st Baronet, in 1664. No one 
knows how the ring got from Workington to Thornton, 
Buckinghamshire, where it was dug up in a field. The ring was put up 
for auction with an estimated value of $12,000 but sold for $26,470.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
This is only a tiny portion of the amazing story of the Curwen family. Perhaps we can explore more in a future issue. 
 
 
References: 
 

Jackson, William. The Curwens of Workington Hall and Kindred Families. A paper read at Workington Hall. 1880. Reprinted from 
Transactions of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society. Article XXII. 

Lewis, Stephen M. Who was the ‘Cumbrian’ Earl Gospatric? The Wild Peak. 2013. https://unicaen.academia.edu/StephenLewis  

Curwen John F. A History of the Ancient House of Curwen of Workington in Cumberland. 1928. Kendal, Cumberland, U.K.: Titus Wilson 
& Co. 

(Continued next page)  
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Descendants of Orm of Kendal, Lord of Allerdale 
Numbers denote generation. Early dates are estimated. 

 
1 Orm of Kendal b: Abt. 1060, d: Abt. 1120 
 + Gunhilda of Dunbar b: Abt. 1060 in Dunbar, East Lothian, Scotland (daughter of Gospatrick, Earl of Northumbria, 1st Earl of Dunbar 
Scotland, and Aetheldreda, Princess of England) 
...2 Gospatric Lord of Workington of High Ireby 
….+ Egeline (daughter of Raoul d´Engaine and Ibria De Estriviers) 
......3 Thomas FitzGospatric de Culwen  
…….+ Grace of Workington  
.........4 Patric de Curwen  
………+ [unknown spouse] 
............5 Gilbert Curwen  
………...+ Edith  
...............6 Gilbert Curwen, Sheriff of Cumberland 
…………...+ Edith Harrington  
..................7 Gilbert Curwen  
……………..+ Margareta  
.....................8 Gilbert Curwen  
……………….+ Alice Lowther (daughter of Hugh Lowther, Sheriff of Cumberland, and Margaret de Wale) 
........................9 William Curwen b: Abt. 1360 
…………………+ Margaret Croft (daughter of Sir John Croft of Claughton, Lancashire) 
...........................10 Sir Christopher Curwen b: Abt 1382, d: 1453 Represented his county in several parliaments, High sheriff of  
                              Cumberland in the second and twelfth years of the reign of Henry VI. (Tomb is in St. Michael’s Church, Workington) 
…………………….+ Elizabeth Huddleston (daughter of Richard Huddleston and Sybil Croft) 
..............................11 Sir Thomas Curwen b: Abt. 1405 in Workington Hall, d: Abt. 1463 
……………………….+ Anne Lowther (daughter of Robert Lowther and Margaret de Strickland. Margaret was the daughter of  
                                                                                                 William de Strickland, Bishop of Carlisle, and Isabel de Warcop.) 
.................................12 Sir Christopher Curwen  
…………………………+ Anne Pennington (daughter of Sir John Pennington and Catherine Tunstall) 
....................................13 Isabel "Mabel" Curwen b: Abt. 1450 in Workington Hall 
…………………………..+ William Sandford b: 1450 in Askham, d: 1480 in Askham 
.......................................14 Joan Johanna Sandford b: Abt. 1467 in Askham 
……………………………...+ Thomas Cliburne b: 1467 in Cliburn Hall, Cliburn, Westmorland, d: Abt. 1525  
..........................................15 Robert Cleburne b: Abt. 1490 in Cliburn Hall, d: Abt. 1550  
………………………………..+ Emma Kirkbride b: Abt. 1490 in Kirkbride, Northumberland, m: Oct 1505 
..........................................15 Hugh Cliburn b: Abt. 1495 in Cliburn Hall, Cliburn, Westmorland 
.......................................14 Edmund Sandford b: 1470 in Askham, d: 1513 in Askham 
……………………………...+ Elizabeth Warcop b: Abt. 1470, m: 1497 
..........................................15 Thomas Sandford b: 1506 in Askham Hall, Westmorland, d: 1563 
………………………………..+ Grace Crackenthorpe b: 1506 in Howgill Castle, Westmorland, m: 1525 
....................................13 Thomas Curwen b: Abt. 1460 in Workington Hall, d: 1522 
……………………………+ Anne Huddleston (daughter of Sir John Huddleston of Millom Castle) 
.......................................14 Christopher Curwen b: Abt. 1485 
……………………………...+ Margaret Bellingham (daughter of Sir Roger Bellingham) 
..........................................15 Thomas Curwen b: Abt. 1520, d: 1544 
………………………………..+ Agnes Strickland (daughter of Sir Walter Strickland and great-granddaughter of Anne Parr) 
.......................................14 Lucy Curwen b: 1489 in Workington Hall, Workington, Cumberland 
……………………………...+ John Lowther b: 1487 in Lowther Castle, m: 27 Jan 1502, d: 03 Feb 1551 
..........................................15 Hugh Lowther b: 1510 in Hartsop Hall, England, d: 1546 
………………………………..+ Dorothy Clifford b: 1512 in Skipton, Yorkshire, d: 13 Sep 1562  
.................................12 Elizabeth Curwen b: Abt. 1445 in Workington Hall 
…………………………+ John Cleburne b: 1445 in Cliburn Hall, d: 1489 
....................................13 Thomas Cliburne b: 1467 in Cliburn Hall, d: Abt. 1525  
……………………………+ Joan Johanna Sandford b: Abt. 1467 in Askham 
.......................................14 Robert Cleburne b: Abt. 1485 in Cliburn Hall, d: Abt. 1550  
………………………………+ Emma Kirkbride b: Abt. 1485 in Kirkbride, Northumberland, m: Oct 1505 
..........................................15 Edmund Cleburne b: Abt. 1510 in Cliburn Hall, m. 1524, d: Abt. 1580  
………………………………...+ Ann Layton (daughter of William Layton of Dalmain) 
..........................................15 Eleanor Cleburne  
………………………………...+ Richard Kirkbride  
.......................................14 Hugh Cliburn b: Abt. 1490 in Cliburn Hall, Cliburn, Westmorland 

(Continued next page) 
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(Continued from previous page)                Descendants of Adam le Franceys 
Numbers denote generation. Early dates are estimated. 

1   Adam le Franceys circa 1160 - 1210 
.. 2   Thomas le Franceys circa 1175 - 
...... 3   Adam le Franceys circa 1200 - 
.......... 4   Matilda le Franceys circa 1230 - 
...... 3   Robert le Franceys circa 1205 - 
.. 2   Hugh le Franceys circa 1180 – 
……….+Johanna de Veteripont/Vipont 1180 –(Johanna was the daughter of Ivo de Veteripont (c1163-c1239) and Isabella de Thoresby. 
Isabella was the daughter of Bernard de Thoresby.) 
...... 3   Adam le Franceys circa 1200 - 
.......... 4   Gilbert le Franceys 1220 - 1278 
................  +Hawise de Vernon 1220 – (In 1257, Richard de Vernon and John le Fraunceys agreed that Richard would give his niece 
Hawise, daughter of Robert de Vernon, in marriage to Gilbert, son of Adam le Fraunceys and nephew of John.  John granted the couple 
land in Routhcliff and Meaburn; Richard granted them Pitchcott Manor, Buckinghamshire.) 
............... 5   Richard “de Vernon” le Franceys 1263 – 1330 (Richard took his mother’s surname of “de Vernon” later in life. Richard was 
under age in 1278 at his father's death. He married Isabel de Harcla, daughter of Sir Michael de Harcla. Richard was the ward of King 
Edward at the time of his marriage. When Edward found Richard had been underage and married to Isabel he seized his lands and fined 
him, "Until it shall appear by what right and title Richard le Franceys, son & heir of Gilbert le Franceys, married the daughter of Sir 
Michael de Harcla." In 1294 the Manor of Rowcliff is given to Richard Geron for life.) 
....................  +Isabel de Harcla 1265 – 1342 (Isabel was the daughter of Sir Michael de Harcla (Harclay/Hartley) (Sheriff of Cumberland 
from 1285 to 1298) and Joan FitzJohn of Yorkshire. Isabel was sister of Andrew de Harclay, Earl of Carlisle.) 
................... 6   Richard de Vernon 1280 - 
.........................  +Maud de Camville 1290 - 
....................... 7   William de Vernon 1320 - 
...... 3   John le Franceys circa 1205 – (Baron of the Exchequer) 
...... 3   Robert le Franceys circa 1210 - 1265 
............  +Elizabeth de Tailbois 1218 – (Elizabeth was the daughter and heir of Walter de Tailbois, who was Chamberlain for Robert de 
Veteripont. Walter de Tailbois was the son of Ivo de Tailbois. Elizabeth de Tailbois brought Cliburn to her marriage to Robert le Franceys 
as her dowry. The manors of Cliburn-Hervey and Cliburn-Tailbois were united around this time.) 
.......... 4   John (de Cliburn) le Franceys 1240 - 1310 
............... 5   Robert (de Cliburn) le Franceys 1260 - 1335 
....................  +Alice de Quitlawe 1260 – (Alice was the daughter and heir of Adam de Quythlawe/Quithlaw.) 
................... 6   Robert le Franceys 1295 - 
................... 6   John le Franceys 1297 - 
.........................  +Beatrice le Boteler 1290 – (Beatrice married John circa 1317. She was the daughter of Robert le Botiller/Boteler of 
Newby, Penrith, Cumbria.) 
....................... 7   Robert (de Cliburn) le Franceys 1320 - 
........................... 8   John (de Cliburn) le Franceys 1310 - 
.................................  +Margaret de Bolton 1310 - 
................................ 9   Robert Cleburne 1330 – 1396 (Sir Robert, Lord of the Manor of Cliburn and Lord of the Manor of Bampton 
Cundale, was a person of some distinction, temp. Edward III., and was Knight of the Shire of Westmoreland in 1384 and 1387.  By 1392, 
Gilbert de Culwen and Robert de Cliburn held Bampton Patric and Knipe Patric together.)   
.....................................  +Margaret de Cundale 1330 – (Margaret was the daughter and co-heir of Henry de Cundale and Kyne - one of 
the Drengi of Westmoreland who held their lands before the Conquest, and were permitted to retain them.  This Henry de Cundale was 
descended from Henry, Lord of Cundale.) 
.................................... 10   John Cleburne 1375 - 1440 
..........................................  +Margaret Salkeld 1375 – (Margaret was the daughter of Hugh de Salkeld. Hugh de Salkeld married 
Christina de Rosgill. heiress of the Manor of Rosgill in Westmorland, and was Knight of the Shire in Westmorland several times before 
his death in 1397.  At Hugh's death, Rosgill passed on to his son and heir, Hugh Salkeld, who was living in 1440 when his brother-in-law, 
John Cleburne had died.) 
........................................ 11   Roland Cleburne 1415 - 1470 
..............................................  +Katherine de Lancaster 1420 – 1475  
............................................ 12   John Cleburne 1445 – 1489 (John fought in the battle of Kirtle on July 2, 1484. Kirtle lies between 
Lochmaben Castle in Dumfries and Carlisle.) 
..................................................  +Elizabeth Curwen 1445 –  (Lady Elizabeth Curwen was the daughter of Sir Thomas Curwen of 
Workington Hall.  This was considered a great alliance, for Elizabeth's blood was "darkly, deeply, beautifully blue," her ancestor Orm 
having married Gunhilda, daughter of "Cospatric the Great," first Earl of Dunbar and Northumberland, whose father Maldred was 
younger brother of the "Gracious Duncan," murdered by Macbeth, whose grandmother was Elgira, daughter of the Saxon King Ethelred 
II, called “the unready.") 
................................................. 13   Thomas Cleburne 1468 - 1525 
......................................................  +Johanna “Joan” Sandford 1470 – (Johanna Sandford of Askham Hall was the daughter of William 
Sandford and his wife Mabel Curwen. William Sandford was the son of Thomas Sandford and Margaret Musgrave. Mabel Curwen was 
the daughter of Christopher Curwen and Elizabeth Huddleston.)  

  

The Cleburnes of Cliburn Hall and the Curwens of Workington Hall 
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MEMBERSHIP CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please send updated contact information to our Registrar Frank Rura, or include it with your dues payment: 

Frank Rura 
3052 Rogers Ave. Ellicott City, MD  21043 
E-Mail: frank9111@verizon.net         Ph: 410-465-4778 

 

 
ANNUAL DUES 

Our membership year runs from October 1st to September 30th.  The Annual Dues for the Claiborne Society are 
$10.  As an alternative, a lifetime membership is available for $200 for current members.  To continue to receive 
newsletters, please send your check payable to “The Claiborne Society” to our Treasurer: 
 

 
 

 
NATIONAL SOCIETY CLAIBORNE FAMILY DESCENDANTS 

ANNUAL DUES PAYMENT FORM 
 
 
 
Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..…………………...  
 
 
(Optional) Claiborne Line/Ancestor…………………………………………………………….………………….…….……… 
 
 
Street Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……....... 
 
 
City ………………..……………………………………………………… State ………………… Zipcode ………..………....  
 
 
Telephone …..……………..……………………….……….… 
 
 
E-Mail: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Check one: Cost AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED 

 

Annual Dues:  
 

$10 
 
$  
________________ 

 

Lifetime Membership:  
 

$200 
 
$  
________________ 

================================================================================= 
 

Send this form and your check payable to  The Claiborne Society  to our Treasurer:  
 

Charles Claiborne 
508 Penny Lane 
Woodstock,  GA  30188 
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Registrar 

3052 Rogers Ave. 

Ellicott City, MD  21043 

 


