A Brief Look at Nashville before, during and after the Civil War with a Focus on Claibornes

1780
-
Small colony headed by James Robertson settles; 60 to 80 families living in log



cabins scattered around the area.

1781
-
County Court for Davidson fixed at Nashboro, N.C.  (in honor of General Nash)

1784
-
General Assembly of N.C. changed the name from Nashboro to Nashville

1789
-
North Carolina rid itself of “the pest and burden” of the people of the Tennessee Country

1790
-
Congress approves formation of the Southwest Territory (present state of Tennessee)

1795
-
Tennessee Constitution framed (W.C.C. Claiborne was a framer) 

1796
-
President Washington signs the Tennessee Statehood bill, June 1.

1803
-
First court house built

1806
-
Nashville is incorporated in the County of Davidson



Provision was made for the building of a jail.  The Commissioners in whose hands



This project had been placed were:




James Hennen




T. A. Claiborne




Charles Carson

1811
-
Nashville was divided into 6 Wards with 2 Aldermen for each ward.  Population



about 1,100.

1816
-
Thomas Claiborne Esq. Chaired a meeting to form a committee to investigate



bringing steam boats to Nashville and for creating an association for getting it done.

1819
-
Thomas Claiborne was one of 6 Aldermen of Nashville

1821
-
Nashville was becoming a growing community as a center of trade and commerce.



The city fathers realized that steam boats connecting Nashville with the Mississippi


River traffic and ultimately the port of New Orleans represented a great 

commercial opportunity.

At least one newspaper the Nashville Whig was operating.  Therein were voiced

complaints against Sunday tippling – folks wanted to prohibit sale of “spirits” in the

numerous tippling houses and grocery stores on the Sabbath.



The question of street lighting became a hot topic and oil lamps were brought in and



installed for the purpose.



The next three decades could be called the era of the steam boat with packet boats

 initially racing up and down from Nashville to New Orleans in three weeks and finally 

down to a little over five days by the 1850’s.

1823
-
By now Nashville had a population of around 5,566 of whom 1,108 were slaves and



204 were free Negroes

1846
-
Thomas Claiborne is one of a Committee of three to raise a monument to the soldiers 

who had fallen at the storming of Monterrey, MX.  Peace was declared with Mexico in

1848. 

1844
-
Packet boats continued to ply the waters of the Cumberland and Mississippi.  One well 

known boat was the Red Rover whose Captain was Merritt S. Pilcher.  Colonel H.L. 

Claiborne was his clerk.

During this same period, town fathers were busily engaging in turnpike construction

to further Nashville’s growth and importance as the premier commercial hub of

Middle Tennessee. Stage lines went from Nashville to Memphis from Charlotte, 

Reynoldburg, Huntingdon, Jackson, Bolivar, Sumerville and Raleigh. By now it was

clear that railroads were the coming mode of transportation.

1854
-
Nashville to Chattanooga railroad was in operation.

1859
-
John Tanner Claiborne and his wife Sarah Anne Bransford Claiborne moved to Nashville

from Buckingham, VA.  John established his family of 5 girls – Eliza Francis (Fanny),

Laura Virginia, Martha Emma, Mary Tanner (Mollie) and Sarah Hill in their home and 
boarding house on at 29 S. High Street 

1860
-
By 1860 Nashville had grown to a city of about 16,000 people.  Its position as a 

transportation hub had spurred industry and commerce providing a port for export and 

import of goods of all kinds.



Nashville developed as a transportation hub by virtue of its location and because



the surrounding planters had commodities to export.  Two well known great planters 

were James Robertson, founder of Nashville and Andrew Jackson, the first “western”

President.  One planter of particular interest was also a distinguished Judge.  This was

Judge John Overton, said to be the richest man in Tennessee in 1861.  

Judge Overton lived with his wife Harriet Maxwell Overton at Travelers Rest a 3,500 

acre plantation.
  Living with the Overtons during this period was Harriet’s sister Annie 

Maxwell Claiborne (Mrs. Thomas Claiborne).  Thomas had been an officer in the Union

army before resigning in 1861 to join the Confederate Army.

1860-61 By now the specter of the succession and the Civil War that had been brewing for several decades began coming to a head.  Though Tennessee voted to remain in the Union many citizens felt that the Federal Government had no right to interfere with slavery in the States.  When the Union fired on Fort Sumpter public fear of the Union

galvanized leaders and citizens alike to take action.   A calendar of the brief period of

a call to arms and an enthusiastic resistance until the occupation, goes something like this.

4/20/61

Troops began to be organized – the Rock City Guards, Cheatham Rifles, Beauregard 

Light Infantry .

A meeting was held where it was resolved that “all controversy be merged in the 

imperative necessity of resisting the armed invasion of Southern soil for the subjugation

of Southern States and the subversion of Southern institutions”.

4/22/61

The Home Guards, Company A under Colonial H.L. Claiborne were organized.



Virginia’s residents of Nashville met and determined to go to the assistance of their

Native State.

4/23/61

A presentation of the confederate flag took place on High Street opposite the residence of 

Mr. John T. Claiborne.  The flag, made by Mrs. M.A. Kitch, Miss Fannie E. Claiborne,

And Miss Laura Virginia Claiborne was presented to Captain James B. Craighead by 

Miss Fannie Claiborne.

4/25/61

Tennessee declared herself independent of the United States.  Citizens formed all sorts of 

organizations to support the troops, and the Confederacy.  Among them were:

Central Bureau of Military Supplies

The ladies of the city met in the “Son’s Hall in the Masonic Temple to organize the Soldiers’ Friends Society of which Mrs. James K. Polk was President and Mrs. Thomas Claiborne and nine gentlemen were Vice presidents. 

6/8/61

A vote was taken to separate from the U.S. and to join the Southern Confederacy



as follows:
3,029 for separation and 250 against

4 to 10/61
The city continued as a hot bed of activity – of organization and support for the

impending War effort.  Among the organizations formed were:


Shelby Dragoons


Hermitage Light Infantry


The Tennessee Rangers


The Hickory Guards


Many other companies of home guards


The Committee for Vigilance and Safety was organized


  to protect the lives, property and interests of the people of


  Davidson County.


The soldiers relief society


Nelsons Artillery


The ladies Hospital and Clothing Association


Cumberland Patriots


Cumberland Light Horse Cavalry

9/14/61

Nashville remained “the excited center of military operations”.  General Albert Sidney

Johnston arrived in the city to take command of the Western theater with headquarters

across the Cumberland at Edgefield.

12/2/61

Finally the first draft was ordered by Colonel H.L. Claiborne (into the 88th Regiment of 



Militia) to fill a requisition of General Johnston for 30,000 men.

1861 From then on events moved rapidly to dash the hopes of Nashvillians, and placed them

securely into the hands of occupying Union forces.

1/19/62

General Zollicoffer was defeated at Mill Springs, KY.

2/16/62

Fort Henry on the Tennessee River fell to the Union.  Still people felt pretty secure



with General Johnston headquartered next door in Edgefield.



When, however, a dispatch was received from General Pillow that he was abandoning 

Fort Dolelson and would capitulate the next day panic set in Nashville.  Rumors

flew from street to street.  The Legislature fled to Memphis on the 17th.  Stores 

closed.  The Steam boat dock was destroyed as were the bridges across the Cumberland 

to Edgefield.  Machinery was taken from manufacturing plants and moved to 

Chattanooga.

2/23/62

General Floyd’s army evacuated  Nashville and General Buell’s column marched in.

2/25/61

The Mayor and a committee surrendered the city and received assurances that the liberty 

and property of all citizens would be respected.



General Nelson arrived and took possession of the city in the name of the United States.



From this time until the end of the war the city was occupied by Union troops.   It became



An important base of Union operations.

2/28/62

The Mayor and city officials refused to take the oath to support the Union and were

arrested for treason.

3/12/62

Andrew Johnson appointed by Abraham Lincoln arrived as Military Governor of the

State.  He appointed a new pro-Union city government.  People were encouraged

to support the Union cause and some stepped forward.  However many influential 

citizens resisted and were arrested

\



Generally the Union occupiers attempted to placate the citizens.  However, when



cooperation was not forth coming and spying and guerilla warfare ensued\



they had no choice but to crack down.



The Confederate Army made several attempts to recapture the city, but none succeeded.

1864-69 Period of the “carpet bag government.  During reconstruction the land owners were given

 back their property, but had no power or franchise or rights until they took the loyalty

 oath. 

1870 By this time most of the original occupants were enfranchised and back in control.

However, most had had their lives turned upside down.  New people were venturing into the city and a rebuilding of the demoralized region began.

_____________________________________________________________________________________    

Nashville Business Directory 1855-56
Claibornes listed

H.L. Claiborne
-
Owned a dry goods store and became Secretary and Treasurer of the Nashville




& NW Railroad.  Store was at 14 S. Vine st.

M.C. Claiborne
-
At 89 Spring Street

Thomas Claiborne
18 S. Cherry St.

Mrs. M.E. Claiborne
114 Broad St.

Nashville Business Directory 1860-61
Claibornes listed

M.G.L. Claiborne

Reservoir Hill, Lebanon Pike (he was a Unionist per Reluctant Partners




Nashville and the Union)

H.L. Claiborne

Bank of Tennessee

Mrs. Claiborne

boarding house at 29 High Street

Mrs. Claiborne

res. Reservoir Hill, Lebanon Turnpike
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